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CALIFORNIA FATALITY ASSESSMENT & CONTROL EVALUATION PROGRAM
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES

TRASH TRUCK

Two laborers, Dave and Pete*, died while collecting
trash. Both were crushed by hydraulic equipment
on trash trucks. In both cases, co-workers started
the equipment before checking to see if anyone
could be struck by the moving equipment.

Dave was crushed by hydraulic arms when they
were lowered to the front of a truck to pick up

a container. Pete was crushed by the compactor
panel of a truck when it started to compact

some trash.

WHAT SHOULD
BE DONE?

WHAT WENT WRONG?

Dave and Pete’s co-workers did not Make sure that no one is in the way of
check to see if anyone could be struck powered equipment before it is used.
by the moving equipment.

Dave and Pete were in the way of Make sure to stand out of the way of
moving equipment on the trucks. powered equipment on trash trucks.

For complete fatality reports of these cases (03CA002, 04CA005) or other cases, and
information on the California Fatality Assessment and Control Evaluation (FACE)
Program, contact:

California Department of Health Services

Occupational Health Branch, FACE Program

850 Marina Bay Parkway, Building P, Third Floor, Richmond, CA 94804

or visit our website at www.dhs.ca.gov/ohb/ohsep/face

To obtain a copy of this document in an alternate format, please contact:

OHB at (510) 620-5757
or CA Relay Service at (800) 735-2929

Please allow at least ten working days to coordinate alternate format services.

* Not the victims’ real names
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